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T R I N I T Y  E V A N G E L I C A L  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were    called 

in the one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

(Colossians 3:15-17) 

Whenever I think of Thanksgiving Day, I think of these verses written by the Apostle 

Paul to the believers in Colossae.  Over the course of three verses, Paul urges the faithful in 

three different ways to “be thankful.” 

Life for the first century Christians was not easy.  The Romans were hostile to the 

Christians and often blamed them for many of the problems in society.  The Jews were also 

actively doing what they could to discourage and eliminate the followers of Christ.  Paul 

himself had been an enthusiastic persecutor of the faithful.  Much of the reason that Chris-

tians could be found in Colossae was because they had fled there, seeking relief from perse-

cution in and around Jerusalem. 

And in spite of the hardships of persecution and daily survival, Paul encourages the 

believers to be thankful, live with gratitude, and to give thanks in everything!  Much of the 

letter to the Colossians up to this point has been a reminder of all the blessings that has 

poured out on those who believe.  God is faithful and abundantly generous to those who 

put their trust in Him.  That is the whole reason that we can live with gratitude in our 

hearts! 

For us, as residents of the United States, we live with material wealth that much of 

the world cannot imagine!  For us, who are privileged to live in the Midwest, we enjoy a 

sense of community that other regions don’t understand.  And for those of us who belong 

to a family of faith, we are part of a fellowship that extends around the world and through-

out eternity! 

We are richly and abundantly blessed!  The food in our cupboards and on our ta-

bles, the roof over our heads, the clothes on our backs and in our closets, the access that we 

have to medical, educational, and cultural resources, all of these things are blessings that 

the majority of the world’s population does not comprehend. 

We have been richly blessed!  It is certainly not appropriate for us to sit back and 

demand more from God, our government, or our neighbors!  The Bible teaches us that our 

response ought to be just the opposite!  “To those to whom much has been given, much will 

be expected.” 

We are called to count our blessings, live in gratitude, and to share what we have 

been abundantly given.  We have a privileged position!  With thankful hearts, we have been 

given the opportunity to share generously with others around us.  Bev and I wish all of you a 

very happy, healthy celebration of Thanksgiving Day! 

Pastor Tim Nappe  
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TEAM TRINITY 

BAKED POTATO 

MEAL 

 

December 7 

Team Trinity Holiday 

Gift & Bake Sale 



 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEALS ON WHEELS:  TELC volunteer are needed to help deliver meals on wheels November 29-December 11.  Volun-
teers need to be at the Sibley Senior Center by 10:45am.  Sign up sheet is on the counter.  If you have any questions 
please contact Barb Schuster.   
 
SOUP & PIE RECAP: Our dinner was a great success because of each of you and the part you played. We served 275 peo-
ple and took in $3,149.00. Included in this amount was a check for $500 to the Building Fund. We deposited $2,500 into 
the Building fund to help meet the loan payment. The Thrivent card was able to take care of the expenses for buns, ad-
verting and grocery items. We will deposit another $150 to the Building Fund. People enjoyed having a time to visit and 
the youth did a great job of busing tables. Working together makes good things happen.  
 
SERVING US & COMMITTEE SIGNUP FORM for 2022 – BLUE FORM:  Where do your skills and passions meet the needs 
of our church?  Please mark the committee(s) that you would be willing to participate in and return to the office or put 
in the box on the counter by November 15th.    Please note if your phone number or/and email are NEW.    
 
2022 CHURCH ENVELOPES: The 2022 giving envelopes will be put in the mailboxes end of November If you would like 
yours sooner please let the office know by phone, email telc@premieronline.net  or put a note in the mailbox by the 
door. 
 
HOLIDAY DECORATING:  We will be decorating the church for the holiday season on Saturday, November 27th starting 
at 9:00am.  If you could come for a small amount of time or a large amount of time, it is all appreciated and we always 
have fun getting our church in a festive mood for Advent.  
 
POINSETTIA OR WREATH DEDICATION:  You are invited to donate use of your poinsettia plant or wreath to TELC for 
Advent/Christmas Sundays.  Fill out a form and put it in marked envelope on the counter.  Please designate “in 
memory” or “in honor.  There will be a Poinsettia/Wreath dedication on Christmas Eve and names will be listed on the 
program.  

If you are donating a wreath or poinsettia it should be brought to the church by November 26th. 
*****UPCOMING Youth Group Activities****** 

October 29th - 5:00-6:30pm - Church or Treat - open to the whole congregation 
November 7th - Out Reach at Ingham Okoboji Camp - leave church at 4:15pm - 6th-12th grades.  SECRET AGENTS  

November 14th - Skyzone/Air Madness - all youth with parents for younger children.  More details to follow 

November Worship Notes  
1st Sunday Bucket of Bucks for ATLAS, other Sundays Noisy Offering for  Adopt a Family for Christmas 

November 7th, All Saints Sunday:  10:00 am Worship, Communion at the rail.  John 11:32-44.  Lord, Jesus Christ, You assure us 

that you are, “the resurrection and the life.”  Help us to see and belief that life does not rest in the health of our bodies, but in 

you and our relationship with you. 

November 14th, Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost: 10:00 am Worship.  Mark 13:1-8.  Gracious God, our world is filled with 

anxiety and fear.  Much of the time, the world is changing faster than we are able to absorb.  Help us place the future in your 

hands, knowing that You are in control and that we have nothing to fear. 

November 21st, Christ the King Sunday:  10:00 am Worship.  John 18:33-37, with Holy Communion.  Most Holy God, We rec-

ognize you as our Creator and Ruler of the Universe.  At the same time, we are amazed that you were willing to humble your-

self and come into our world as a helpless, human baby.  Thank you for being willing to lay down your glory for our sake. 

November 28th, First Sunday of Advent:  10:00 am Worship.  Luke 21:25-36.  Dear Jesus, in the midst of all the turmoil in the 

world around us, help us to turn our eyes toward you.  May we be watchful and alert, anticipating the day when you will 

come to gather us all in. 



TELC COUNCIL MINUTES 10.12.2021 
Call to order:  Brandon Rusche called the meeting of TELC council to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call: 
Sharon Gradert, Sandy Olson, Sheryl Peters, John French, Luc Johnson, Paul Hensch, Brandon Rusche, Luci Ferrin, Adam Henning, Steve 
Onken, Arlene Kuehl and Pastor Nappe. 
Absent: Brenda Rosenberg 
 
Devotions and Prayer: 
Pastor led devotions reading from Ephesians 4 relating to what are we called to do and followed with prayer. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Sunday Worship Services in September: 
* September 5th, Communion and Baptism, Attendance – 89 
* September 12th, Pulpit Supply - Jeremy Haugen, Rally Day, Attendance – 93 
* September 19th, Pulpit Supply - Jeremy Haugen, Attendance - 60 
* September 26th, Teacher Installation, Communion, Attendance - 83 
Visitation:  
• I had private communion service with 5 in their own homes. 
• Tuesday night Bible Study has continued using “The Wired Word.” 
• I participated in committee meeting this month: Youth/Education Committee 
• I have started confirmation classes with both the 7th & 8th grades, also have met with the 9th  
   graders to monitor progress with mentors 
• Had a baptism for Kayla Kruger on September 5th.  Met with parents and sponsors. 
• Have been busy packing, moving, unpacking, organizing.  Many trips back and forth to  
   Milford. 
• Spent 2 weeks in Ghanna with Reaching the Unreached, September 10th-24th. 
• Responded to Tim Lange’s death and funeral preparation with Lange family. 
Plans for upcoming Sundays. 
• Oct. 17th, 21st Sunday of Pentecost, Mission Festival Sunday, Speaker Patti Griffiths-Next Life  
   Foundation-Tanzania, Africa 
• Oct. 24th 22nd Sunday of Pentecost 
• Oct. 31st, Reformation Sunday, Confirmation Sunday, Communion at the rail 
    5 Confirmands: Erika Rosenberg, Reagan Rusche, Brianna Taylor, Cayden Wingate and   
    Natalie Wollmuth 
• Nov. 7th, All Saints Sunday, Communion at the rail, Team Trinity Dinner 
• Nov. 14th, 25th Sunday of Pentecost, Invitation to Laurel, NE for a Reaching the Unreached  
   Presentation, possible pulpit supply date? 
• Nov. 21st, Christ the King Sunday, Continuous Communion 
• Nov. 28th, 1st Sunday of Advent, Sanctuary decorated for Christmas 
• Dec. 5th, 2nd Sunday of Advent, Communion at the rail 
• Dec. 12th, 3rd Sunday of Advent, Sunday School Christmas Program? 
• Dec. 19th, 4th Sunday of Advent, Continuous Communion 
• Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
• Dec. 26th, 1st Sunday of Christmas 
 
Future Considerations or Possible Ideas: 
* Do we have a goal for a service where we burn the mortgage before the end of the year? 
* Mix it in with a Stewardship Sunday? 
* Any interest in a Men’s, Women’s, Couples group or Bible Study? 
* Outreach to past members, estranged members, or those who have fallen through the  
   cracks? 
* Small group meetings with congregational members to discuss past, present, future of Trinity  
   Evangelical Lutheran Church?  Where have we been and where are we going?  Hopes, dreams,  
   possibilities, issues, grievances, etc. 
* Possible New Member Sunday before the end of the year? 
* Any other suggestions? 
Pastor mentioned a health plan that LCMC is looking at for consideration and reported on the recent LCMC meeting that he attended. 



COUNCIL MINUTES continued 

Additions to the Agenda:  Add discussion on the insurance issue. 
 
Minutes: 
Motion made by Sharon and seconded by Steve to approve the minutes.  All voted AYE. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

 
Motion made by Adam and seconded by Paul to approve the Treasurer’s report.  All voted AYE. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Worship: It was decided to move ahead with purchasing an artificial Christmas tree with the Dick Grave memorial money. 
  
Christian Ed:  They are doing a meal with the youth every Wednesday night.  Fall fun day was Oct. 3rd.  Pumpkins were decorated and are 
on display in the fellowship hall. Going to a haunted house is set for Oct. 23rd.  They will be going to camp outreach and more plans are 
being made for Nov. and Dec. 
 
Stewardship:  Sheryl is taking our food collection to Upper Des Moines and discussed if there is a Food Find for all church youth planned.  
There was confusion last year and we were not notified until the last minute. 
 
Building and Property:  Luc had gotten some figures from Taylor Hibbing for doing lawn care and snow removal.  It would be $6,000 to 
do the lawn for mowing and spraying and snow would be $75 an hour.  Thursday the lights in the fellowship hall will be replaced.  The 
piece of the roof that was loose has come down and Paul said he would take care of repairing it. 
 
Execs:  four applications for the Folker’s scholarship have been received.  One arrived late.  It was decided to reject that one as we only 
allow three scholarships. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The final constitution will be finished by next meeting and available to the congregation to vote on at the annual meeting. 
 
Paul and Luc will set times to do some tree trimming and will ask Corinne to send out an email for help.  Taylor Hibbing had said he could 
mow up the leaves after they have fallen. 
 
Nominations: Luc and Steve are working on these. 
 
It was decided to order a pre-lit Christmas Tree and Sharon will order it so that we are sure to have it in time. 
 
Building Fund: An executive decision was made by Brandon to take the shortage from the emergency fund rather than take out a line of 
credit. 
 
We feel that the bank loan for the church will be paid by end of the year, but we still have Member loans to pay.  We will not burn the 
mortgage till all loans are paid.  A special mention will be made when the bank loan is paid. 

Checking Balance 51,691.95 

Folker’s Endowment 1,087.11 

Parsonage 108.55 

Building Fund 15,019.16 

Security Cameras 365.00 

Furnace 8,721.57 

SE Entry Repair 9,037.81 

Emergency 17,500.00 

Sunday School 1,327.06 

Line of Credit 0.00 



COUNCIL MINUTES continued 

Parsonage: It was decided to have a committee of a member of the building and property committee and two members of the congrega-
tion do a semiannual walk through of the parsonage each year.   

Pastor is looking at Lenten service themes and having a seder meal. 

New Business: 

Mission Festival is next Sunday and we will serve cake from Pastor Appreciation and Sharon will order donuts as well. 

Parsonage:  A list will be made up of who to call when a problem arises like the furnace goes out or there is a water leak. 

Noisy offering:  a motion was made by Adam and seconded by Sandy to have Sharing Christmas/Adopt a Family for the November recipi-
ent.  All vote AYE. 

A check for $10,000.00 was received to be used as the council decided.  A motion was made by Sharon and seconded by Arlene to use 
against the principal on the building loan.  Nay: Adam, all else Aye. 

It was decided to do a children’s sermon once a month and check in on having a children’s bulletin. 

Start working or the budget as that is upcoming.  Some increases will be made in areas since we have a fulltime minister. 

The president of the council will make the contacts when church is cancelled because of weather. 

October 31st the council will serve coffee fellowship.  Sharon, Adam, Arlene, Steve, and Sandy will supply the treats. 

LCMC insurance – A motion was made by Luci and seconded by Adam to OK for pastor to use the church name to be eligible.  All voted 
AYE. 

Pastor was given leave time to do a presentation in Laurel, Neb. for Reaching the Unreached. 

Jeremy has said that during the winter that he would not be able to do services because of weather uncertainty.  It was decided to ask 
members first. 

Dates to Remember: 

* Council Prep Meeting, Nov. 2nd at 7PM 

* Council Meeting, Nov. 9th at 7 PM 

* Mission Sunday, Oct. 17th 

* Confirmation Sunday, October 31st 

Treats/Teller/Communion for November: Steve Onken 

Motion was made by Adam and seconded by Adam to adjourn the meeting.  All voted AYE. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arlene Kuehl, secretary 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & PRACTICES 

The Christmas program at Trinity will be held on December 12 during the worship service. 

Please encourage your child(ren) to attend practices so they can take part in the program. 

This year there will be very few memorized parts or group songs.  

PRACTICE will be every Sunday morning at 9:00am beginning October 24th. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11 Kyleigh Tiesler 

13 Myrtle King 

15 Wayne Moet 

17 Karla Hanna 

21 Darleen Stofferan 

22 Katy Onken 

23 Haley Wollmuth 

24 Shelley Stofferan 

25  Bradd Dreessen 

Elizabeth Jacobson 

26 Barb Schuster 

27 Sandy Olson 

Michael Blockowitz 

28 Devin Ackerman 

Katie Kuehl 

Dave Kuehl 

Elizabeth French  

30 Michael Henning 

November 

Birthdays 

Baked Potato Meal 

Hosted by Team Trinity 

Sunday, November 7  

11am-12:30pm  

The meal includes a baked potato with several toppings,  

beverage and dessert. CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE 

 Proceeds given to the American Cancer Society.  

If you are willing to bring a dessert or help serve please sign up.    

Team Trinity’s 

Christmas Gift &  

Bake Sale 

December 4th 

8:00am -1:00pm 
There will be decorative gifts, homemade crafts and 

LOTS of goodies to choose from.  Please come and help 
TEAM TRINITY raise money for the American Cancer So-

ciety…..If any one would like to donate goodies for 
Team Trinity to sell, please bring them to the church 

kitchen by  Friday, December 3rd.    
THANKS! 

All Saints Sunday 

 November 7th    

10:00am Service 

 

During worship, we will lift up the names of the     

newest saints among us, the newly baptized,           

and those saints who have died and  

now live in the presence of God.   

After the sermon, we will invite anyone in the congre-

gation to come forward and light a candle in memory 

of or in honor of a loved one. 

Special Services & Events 



CONTACT US 

Pastor Tim Nappe  

Email: pastortim.milford@gmail.com 

Office—754-3645 

Cell—712-331-4245 

Council President    Brandon Rusche 

Cell:  712-899-6008, Email: bjrusche@hotmail.com 

Church Secretary    Corinne Kruse 

Office Email:  telc@premieronline.net                       

Office: 754-3645 

Custodians    Steve & Cindy Onken 

Home: 754-2797    Email: caonk@premieronline.net 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
704 Poplar Drive, Sibley, IA  51249 

 
FIND US ON 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/trinitysibley2013 

 
Website 

www.sibleytelc.org 
GIVE NOW button on the website or       

TEXT—TELC to 73256  

Bank loan (due  7/1/2023) 5%       $    17,969.54 
 
 

Member loan payments & due dates 
1st member loan int. pymt (Oct & Apr)                             $500.00 
2nd member loan int. pymt (Jan & Jul)                              $600.00 
Endowment loan int. pymt (May & Nov)                           $900.00 
3rd member loan int. pymt (March & Sept 1)                   $375.00 
4th member loan int. pymt (March & Sep. 1)                    $375.00 
 
Total bank & member loan due January 1                $   18,869.54 
Building Fund Acct. Balance as of October 27           $     5,065.94 
 
Still needed for the January payments:                        $    13,803.60 
 
Member loans  (Totaling $200,000.00) 

1st member loan (renewable yrly) 2% int only                 $50,000 
2nd member loan (renewable yrly) 3% int only               $40,000 
Endowment loan (renewable yrly) 3% int only                 $60,000 
3rd member loan (renewable yrly) 3% int only                $25,000 
4th member loan (renewable yrly) 3% int only                $25,000 

Total Member loans                           $200,000.00 

Building Fund 

 
 

September 26, 2021 
General Fund:$ 3,437.00 

Noisy Offering: $23.77 
Sibley Day Care 
Attendance: 83 

 

October 3, 2021 
General Fund: $ 12,598.00 

Bucket of Buckets—ATLAS: $ 66.00 
Attendance: 80  

 

October 10, 2021 
Pastor Appreciation 

General Fund:$ 3,105.00 
Noisy Offering: $24.49 
Sibley Fire Department 

Attendance: 78 
 

October 17, 2021 
Mission Festival 

General Fund:$ 1,625.00 
Noisy Offering: $15.25 
Sibley Fire Department 

Attendance: 90 
 

October 24, 2021 
General Fund:$ 3,874.00 

Noisy Offering: $25.05 
Sibley Fire Department 

Attendance: 98 
 

October 31, 2021 
Confirmation 
In next issue 

Offerings 

http://www.facebook.com/trinitysibley2013


November 7 
Organist: Lois Timmermann 

Lector:  Ken Eben  
Acolyte: Roland Rusche 

Sound System: Daryl Tutje 
Ushers/Greeters: Denny Davids & Jeff Krahling  
Head Ushers: Ray Schuster & Bruce Wunder 
Altar Care: Sandy Eben & Brenda Rosenberg 

Communion Helper/Teller: Steve Onken 
Coffee Fellowship: Building Fund 

 
November 14 

Organist: Lola Sjogren 
Lector:  Jan Henningsen 
Acolyte: Becca Woelber 

Sound System: Todd Ackerman 
Ushers/Greeters: Denny Davids & Jeff Krahling  
Head Ushers: Ray Schuster & Bruce Wunder 
Altar Care: Sandy Eben & Brenda Rosenberg 

Teller: Steve Onken 
Coffee Fellowship: Compassion Work Group 

 
November 21 

Organist: Eileen Schutte 
Lector:  Daryl Tutje 

Acolyte: Presley Henning  
Sound System: Conner Beltman 

Ushers/Greeters: Steve & Cindy Onken  
Head Ushers: Ray Schuster & Bruce Wunder 
Altar Care: Sandy Eben & Brenda Rosenberg 

Communion Helper/Teller: Steve Onken 
Coffee Fellowship: Students Grades 7-12 

 
November 28 

Organist: Lola Sjogren 
Lector:  Sandy Olson 

Acolyte: Evan Beltman  
Sound System: Todd Ackerman 

Ushers/Greeters: Greg & Maralee Onken  
Head Ushers: Ray Schuster & Bruce Wunder 
Altar Care: Sandy Eben & Brenda Rosenberg 

Teller: Steve Onken 
Coffee Fellowship: Students Grades 7-12 

December 5 
Organist:  

Lector:  Paula Beltman 
Acolyte: Becca Woelber 

Sound System: Conner Beltman 
Ushers/Greeters: Greg & Maralee Onken   

Head Ushers: Brian Seivert & John Maxwell 
Altar Care: Judy Gaarder & Marge Braaksma 

Communion Helper/Teller: Sandy Olson 
Coffee Fellowship: Building Fund 

 
December 12 

Organist:  
Lector:  Maralee Onken 
Acolyte: Roland Rusche  

Sound System: Daryl Tutje 
Ushers/Greeters: Sandy & Paul Olson  

Head Ushers: Brian Seivert & John Maxwell 
Altar Care: Judy Gaarder & Marge Braaksma 

Teller: Sandy Olson 
Coffee Fellowship: Faith Work Group 

 
December 19 

Organist:  
Lector:  Sandy Eben 

Acolyte: Presley Henning  
Sound System: Todd Ackerman 

Ushers/Greeters: Sandy & Paul Olson  
Head Ushers: Brian Seivert & John Maxwell 

Altar Care: Judy Gaarder & Marge Braaksma 
Communion Helper/Teller: Sandy Olson 
Coffee Fellowship: Students Grades K-6 

 
December 24—CHRISTMAS EVE 

Organist:  
Lector:  Ken Eben 

Acolyte: Griffin Taylor 
Sound System: Conner Beltman 

Ushers/Greeters: Ray & Barb Schuster  
Head Ushers: Brian Seivert & John Maxwell 

Altar Care: Judy Gaarder & Marge Braaksma 
Communion Helper/Teller: Sandy Olson 

December 26—in next issue 

Serving Us for November & December 2021 

 PLEASE remember to find a  sub-

stitute if you are not able  to ful-

fill your assigned time.   


